	Reading Comprehension Test
For 9th Form Students
[bookmark: _GoBack]Directions:	In this test you will read six texts.  Each text is followed by 5 multiple-choice questions.  For each task you will choose the best possible answer from four possible answers (A, B, C, or D).  Choose the best answer and write the letter of your choice down into the answer sheet.

	



Text 1: Cats Helping Prisoners
Cats adopted from the local animal shelter are soothing inmates at the Lincoln County Jail in North Platte. 
Some inmates had been volunteering time at the shelter, cleaning cages and floors, walking dogs and giving them baths. 
Sheriff Jerome Kramer says he wondered having a couple of cats at the jail would help inmates pass the time and lower tensions. He says studies show that pets can help relieve stress. 
The cats have been a hit. Kramer says the inmates eagerly await their turns to take care of the two declawed, neutered males, Nemo and Sarge. 
According to North Platte television station KNOP, inmate Guy Meyers says the cats "bring out the soft part in you, just like your kids do." 

1.What were local prisoners doing at the animal shelter in North Platte? 
 A. They were picking out dogs and cats to take back to prison with them.
 B. They were escaping from prison.
 C. They were helping out by walking the dogs, cleaning cages, etc.

2. According to the article, what's the main reason for allowing the cats in prison? 
A. To relieve prisoners' stress
B. To help the cats live a more interesting life
C. To make sure that the prisoners don't commit any more crimes

3. The article mentions that the cats have been ________________. This process, which involves completely removing a cat's claws, is considered cruel by some. 
 A. dewormed
 B. neutered
 C. declawed

4. How are the prisoners reacting to the cats' being there? 
 A.  They don't care.
 B.  They seem to love it.
 C.  They feel uncomfortable about sharing their prison with cats.

5. One of the inmates likens the cats to ________________.
A. other prisoners
B. children
C. prison guards


Text 2:Reviving the National Meatless Program
Presidents Wilson, Truman and Roosevelt all instituted national meatless days in order to divert food to troops overseas and alleviate worldwide food shortages. Today, a growing body of experts says that moderate reductions in meat consumption will mitigate climate change, lessen fossil fuel dependence, conserve fresh water and help reduce the chronic preventable conditions that today kill 70 percent of all Americans - cancer, obesity, diabetes and cardiovascular disease. 
Dr. Robert Lawrence, director of the Johns Hopkins Center for a Livable Future at the Bloomberg School of Public Health says, "With the President's notable embrace of healthy food and strong support for environmentally sound policies, reintroducing 'Meatless Mondays' at the White House will demonstrate a great way for Americans to improve their health, while lightening our nation's carbon foot-print." 
Meatless Monday envisions meatless menus and recipes issuing from the White House every Monday, inspiring Americans to cook healthier meals, and the administration providing international leadership by directing the White House Chef to plan and prepare meat-free banquets and state dinners. 
At December's international summit on global warming in Poznan, Poland, United Nations emissaries cited meat production as a primary source of greenhouse gas. Dr. Rajendra Pachauri, chair of the U.N. Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change has called eating less meat "one of the most important personal choices we can make to address climate change." 

1. How many presidents have instituted "National Meatless Days" so far?
  A. two
  B. four
  C. three
2. One of the original ideas behind the plan was to _____________________.
 A.  divert food to soldiers overseas
 B.  ensure that soldiers didn't eat meat
 C.  ensure that soldiers in the United States got enough food
3. According to the article, which of the following is NOT linked to high meat consumption?
A.  obesity
B.  cancer
C.  hair loss
4. Meat production has been named a primary source of harmful ______________.
A.  oxygen
B.  greenhouse gases
C.  carbon dioxide
5. What is one thing that reducing our meat intake would NOT do?
A. Help slow down climate change
B. Increase fossil fuel dependence
      C. Conserve fresh water



Text 3: A White House Dog's Best Friend
Of all Barry H. Landau's anecdotes about his friendships with presidential dogs, perhaps the best is the one about the time the Clinton White House called to postpone his playdate with Buddy. 
Yes, Landau is both human and an adult — a 60-year-old author, presidential historian, former White House protocol officer and memorabilia collector. But so enamored is he of dogs, and so well connected to a succession of presidents, that he had an appointment for a South Lawn romp one day with Buddy, Bill Clinton's Labrador retriever. 
Logistics got in the way, though, and hence Clinton secretary Betty Currie's apologetic voice mail left at the Smithsonian Institution, where Landau was doing research: "I'm sorry, but we'll have to reschedule Mr. Landau's playdate with Buddy." 
Not surprisingly, this is a happy week for Landau, with the new Obama family dog, Bo, joining a White House tradition that dates to George Washington. It's one that Landau feels is invaluable to a presidency. 
"Having a dog just humanizes a president," he says. "It completes the picture. It's something people can relate to." 
And Landau has related to the best of them. He's known about 25 White House dogs since the Eisenhower administration. Among the presidential-pooch memorabilia in his Manhattan apartment are matching orange inaugural dog coats worn by LBJ's twin beagles, Him and Her, and a photo of Landau kissing Clipper, JFK's German shepherd. 

1. Who's "Buddy"?
 A. Barry Landau's friend
 B. Betty Currie's cousin
 C.  Bill Clinton's dog
2. Which of the following is NOT true about Barry Landau?
 A. He uses to work as a gardener for George W. Bush
 B. He's a writer.
 C. He has played with many presidential dogs
3. Who was the first president to have a dog in the White House?
  A. Bill Clinton
  B. John F. Kennedy
  C. George Washington
4. Where does Landau live?
  A. Washington, DC
  B. Manhattan, New York City
  C. Baltimore, Maryland
5. According to Landau, why is it important for a president to have a dog?
 A. It increases his chances of being reelected.
 B. It humanizes the president, making him easier to relate to.
 C.  It shows that the president can care for an animal.


Text 4: Missing Hikers Found in Alaska
Two women missing in Denali National Park were found Wednesday and reunited with worried family members, six days after heading off on what they thought would be an overnight hike. A helicopter picked them up just outside the park about an hour after one of the hikers made a second cell phone call to her mother, park spokeswoman Kris Fister said. Erica Nelson, 23, of Las Vegas, and Abby Flantz, 25, of Gaylord, Minn., were taken to park headquarters, where family members were waiting. Anchorage television station KTUU showed the pair laughing with family members and eating large, overstuffed deli sandwiches as they walked to a waiting ambulance. 
The women told KTUU they got lost and kept hiking. "The terrain was a lot harder than we thought it would be, and it was farther than we thought it would be," Flantz said. Nelson helped keep her spirits up, she said. "I thought everything was going to be fine, stay positive," Nelson said. The women slept at night in a tent and hiked during the day. At times, they melted snow to get water. They had no food when they were found. 
When the women did not show up for work Saturday at Denali Princess Wilderness Lodge, a hotel outside the park, they were reported overdue and a search of a 100-square-mile area began. 
Ellane Nelson received an initial cell phone call from her daughter at 9:15 a.m. Wednesday as she listened to park officials give a briefing on the search. Park officials had reported the women were not carrying a cell phone, but caller ID indicated it was from the missing hiker. Nelson answered the phone and heard her daughter say she and Flantz were alive and well. The cell phone's battery was weak, but park officials were able to locate the signal coming from the eastern section of the area they had been searching for more than four days. The agency dispatched two helicopters to pick the women up, but hours later the two women had not been found. 
A park plane spotted the pair at 4:22 p.m. and a helicopter was sent to pick them up. 
1. How long were the park officials searching for the women?
A.  More than four days
B.  More than two days
C.  A week
2. How many phone calls did Erica Nelson make to her mother?
A.  One, and she was barely audible
B.  Two
C.  Three
3. Which of the following statements is NOT true?
A. The women had run out of food by the time they were found.
B. The women melted snow to get water.
C. The women were not carrying a cellphone.
4. The two lost women were finally spotted from a:
A.  helicopter.
B.  plane.
C.  boat.

5. Which of the women was more "positive"?
A.  Erica
B.  Abby
C.  the article doesn't say
Text 5: Fake Funeral Scam
It was quite a send-off for Jim Davis, or so the people paying his funeral bills were led to believe. They were told Davis was laid to rest at Abbey Memorial Park in Compton after being placed in an ornate, top-of-the-line casket lined with elaborate floral arrangements. Altogether, the bill to bury Davis at the palm-lined cemetery came to nearly $31,000. 
But there was a problem: There was no Jim Davis. He was dreamed up by a group of scam artists, authorities say. And prosecutors say the coffin that was lowered into the ground was made out of cheap plywood or cardboard, filled with either rocks or animal bones, apparently to convince those who handled it that there was a body inside. 
Faye Shilling, 60, and Jean Crump, 67, were indicted last week on federal charges that they scammed insurance companies and funeral-related businesses out of as much as $1 million by taking out policies on fictitious people and then staging their funerals. 
The participants went so far as to file phony death certificates, and bought a $3,354 burial plot for "Jim Davis," investigators said. Davis was the only one "buried." The others were supposedly cremated, evidently because that was easier to pull off. 
The women were freed on $10,000 bail. In a telephone interview with The Associated Press, Shilling said: "I am hurt, just hearing things that I know are not true. Someone is trying to destroy me, but why?" 
1. Why was Jim Davis' funeral different from others?
A.  Jim Davis was a fictitious person
B.  It cost nearly $31,000
C.  He had a top-of-the-line casket
2. How did the scam consist of?
A.  Taking out policies on people that didn't exist and then staging their funerals
B.  Jim Davis
C.  Buying burial plots
3. Why were the coffins filled with rocks or animal bones?
A.  To comply with the policies of the funeral home.
B.  To cremate the bodies.
C.  To make it seem like there was a body inside.
4. How much money did the women scam the insurance companies and funeral-business out of?
A.   $31,000
B.   Somewhere around one million dollars
C.   $10,000
5. How does one of the accused women, Faye Schilling, feel about the accusations?
A.   She feels sorry for what she did.
B.   She says they're false.
C.   She says that her partner, Jean Crump, forced her to do the scam.
Text 6: Airlines Cut Flights, Routes
From Butte, Mont., to Hagerstown, Pa., more than 100 small and medium-size cities across the US will see reductions in airline service by year's end. Some communities will lose commercial service altogether. Surging oil prices, driving up the cost of jet fuel, are behind the cuts. For the first time in aviation history, airlines are forced to reduce the number of flights offered and eliminate some destinations even as demand for their services remains high. 
The result: It will be harder for many Americans to get from where they are to where they want to go, planes will remain elbow-room-only packed, and ticket prices will soar higher. The aviation reductions will also produce economic ripples that extend far beyond those airports with newly empty tarmacs, some aviation experts warn. "This is not about Butte. This is about the national economy," says Roger Cohen, president of the Regional Airline Association. "Commercial air service is part of the backbone of the American economy.... All of the industries that have grown up with cheap, competitive airfares over the last decade will be affected." 
The impact of the service cuts probably won't be felt until 2009, because most aren't slated to go into effect until fall. The summer schedule has been pretty much set and sold for months. But here's the rub: Most of the tickets for the peak summer season were sold before oil skyrocketed above $130 a barrel. That means that even as passengers are packed like sardines into planes and it would appear that the airlines should be raking in huge profits, the carriers are actually losing money. 
To make up the losses, airlines must ensure that in the future they fly only very profitable routes. As a result, some communities where airlines rely on regional jets that guzzle a lot of fuel will see service cuts, even though plenty of passengers may still want to fly from there. 
1. What's causing the increase in the price of jet fuel?
A.  Airline cutbacks
B.  Rising oil prices
C.  The reduction in the number of flights
2. When will most of these cuts take effect?
A.  In the fall
B.  Immediately
C.  2010
3. Airlines want to eliminate:
A.  all routes in Montana and Pennsylvania.
B.  routes that aren't profitable.
      C.  many international routes.
4. Which one of the following is NOT true?
A.  Routes are being cut because no one wants to fly from these cities.
B.  This decision will eliminate overcrowding.
C.  Tickets for the summer flying season were sold before these changes.
5. Apart from passengers, who else will suffer from the cuts?
A.  Passengers
B.  The Regional Airline Association
C.  Any business that relies on cheap air transportation
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