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Agatha Christie

Agatha Mary Clarissa Christie is possibly the world’s most famous detective story writer. She wrote 79 novels and several plays. Her sales outnumber those of William Shakespeare. However, behind her 4,680,000 words was a painfully shy woman whose life was often lonely and unhappy.

She was born in1890 in Devon, the third child of Clarissa and Frederick Miller, and grew into a beautiful and sensitive girl with waist-length golden hair. She didn’t go to school but was educated at home by her mother. Her father died when she was 11 and both she and her mother were grief-stricken.

During World War 1, while she was working in a hospital dispensary, she learned about chemicals and poisons, which proved to be very useful to her in her late career. She wrote her first detective novel, The Mysterious Affair at Styles, in 1920. In it she introduced Hercule Poirot, the Belgian detective who appeared in many subsequent novels. Her other main detective was an elderly spinster called Miss Marple.

ПЕРЕВІРКА АУДІЮВАННЯ
Listen to the story and decide if the statements are true (T) or false (F). 
1. Agatha Christie wrote a total of 4,680,000 words in 79 novels and several plays. +
2. Agatha Christie’s writing sells better than William Shakespeare’s. +

3. Agatha Christie was unhappy because she was always in pain. –

4. Agatha Christie didn’t have any brothers or sisters. –

5. Agatha Christie had long, blond hair. +

6. Agatha Christie was taught by her mother at home. +

7. Agatha Christie’s father died in 1911. –

8. Agatha Christie learnt about poisons and chemicals when she was ill in hospital. –

9. Agatha Christie wrote her first detective novel when she was 30. +
10. Agatha Christie used the character of Hercule Poirot as the main detective more often than Miss Marple. -
Statements 11 through 17 (on your answer sheet circle the correct letter A, B, or C).
11. Agatha Mary Clarissa Christie is…
a) famous story writer
b) famous pharmacist

c) famous detective story writer +
12. She wrote…

a) 79 plays

b) 79 novels +
c) 79 stories
13 She was the daughter of…

a) Clarissa and Frederick Miller +

b) Larissa and Frederick Miller
c) Clarissa and Frederick Muller
14. She didn’t go to school but…

a) was very intelligent
b) was educated by her mother +
c) was educated by her father
15. Agatha Christie’s father died in…

a) 1911

b) 1901 +
c) 1902
16. She learned about chemicals and poisons…
a) while she was writing her first detective novel

b) while she was studying at school
c) while she was working in a hospital +
17. In her first detective novel she introduced…

a) Hercule Poirot +

b) Italian detective

c) Miss Marple
