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Text

The Verger
(After Somerset Maugham)
Albert Edward Foreman had been a servant before he was appointed verger, but only in very good houses. Starting as a pageboy in the house of a rich merchant, he had risen by degrees to the position of butler till the vacancy occurred at the church. He was tall and thin. He had tact and self-assurance.

Now he stood in the hall where he been invited by the new vicar, a red-faced energetic man of about forty years old.

The vicar began energetically.

“Foreman, we’ve got something unpleasant to say to you. You’ve been here many years and you’ve fulfilled your duties quite satisfactory. But I found out to my surprise that you could neither read nor write. Well, Foreman, I’ve discussed the matter with these gentlemen and they agree with me that the situation is impossible. At a church like St. Peter’s we cannot have a verger who can neither read nor write”.

“But couldn’t you learn, Foreman?, asked one of the churchwardens. 
“No, sir, I’m afraid I couldn’t, I don’t want to learn now”.

“In that case, Foreman, I’m afraid you must go”.

“Yes, sir, I understand”.

Later he put on his coat and walked out of the church. He went across the square, but deep in his sad thoughts he did not walk along the street that led him home, where a nice strong cup of tea awaited him; he turned into the wrong street. He walked slowly. His heart was heavy. He didn’t know what to do with himself. He had saved a tidy sum, but not enough to live on without doing something, and life cost more every year. Albert Edward was a non-smoker and a total abstainer, but when he tired he enjoyed a cigarette.
He thought that a cigarette would comfort him now and since he did not carry them he looked for a shop where he could buy a packet of cigarettes.

He did not at once see one and walked on a little.

It was a long street, with all sorts of shops in it, but there was not a single one where you could buy cigarettes.
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Listen to the story and decide if the statements are true (T) or false (F). 
1. Albert Edward Foreman had been a sailor before he was appointed verger.-
2. Foreman had risen by degrees to the position of butler. +
3. He stood in the church where he had been invited by the Bishop.-
4. The vicar was a pale-faced man.-
5. He was about fifty-five.-
6. Vicar discussed the matter with the gentlemen and they agreed that the situation was impossible. +
7. Later on Foreman put on his jacket and went out of the church. +
8. He had saved a tidy sum, but not enough to live on. +
9. Albert Edward was a non-smoker, but when he tired he enjoyed a cigarette.+
10. It was a long street with all sorts of cafes and restaurants.-
Statements 11 through 20 (on your answer sheet circle the correct letter A, B, or C).
11. Albert Edward started his career as a 

a) butler

b) page boy +

c) verger 
12. The vicar began energetically

a) Foreman, we’ve got something unpleasant to say to you. +
b) We’ve got very useful information.

c) We’ve got a present for you.
13. To his great surprise the vicar found out that Foreman
a) could read and translate

b) write books

c) could neither read nor write +
14. Foreman’s answer was

a) Yes, sir, I understand

b) No, sir, I am afraid I couldn’t. I don’t want to learn now. +
c) With pleasure, sir.
15. He went across the square and 

a) walked along the street that led him home

b) he turned into the wrong street +

c) he went to the cinema
16. He didn’t know

a) what to do with himself +

b) where to go 

c) what was his next job
17. He thought that a cigarette would comfort him and

a) bought a packet of cigarettes

b) found it in his pocket

c) looked for a shop where he could buy a packet of cigarettes +
