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І. АУДІЮВАННЯ

Text
Madam Tussaud’s Museum

Madam Tussaud’s Museum is an exhibition of hundreds of life-size wax models of famous people of yesterday and today. The collection was started by Madam Tussaud, a French modeler in wax, in the 18 century. Here you can meet Marilyn Monroe, Elton john, Picasso, the Royal Family, the Beatles and many others: writers, movie stars, singers, politicians, sportsmen.

Everybody can visit this museum. It is a famous museum.

For over 200 years, Madam Tussaud’s Museum has been one of Britain’s most popular attractions, delighting both residents and visitors. It is the best-known and most visited waxwork exhibition in the world.

The story of Madam Tussaud’s is as fascinating as that of the exhibition itself. Two things about her life are especially noteworthy. First, she spent her early years amid the turmoil of the French Revolution and came to meet many of the characters involved; second, and perhaps most unusually, she succeeded in business at a time when women were rarely involved in the world of commerce. She was born in Strasbourg in 1761 and christened Marie Grosholtz. Her father, a soldier, was killed in the battle during the Seven Years War only two months before Marie’s birth. For the first five years of her life Marie lived in Berne with her widowed mother. Her mother worked as a housekeeper for Dr. Philippe Curtius. He was a physician. Dr. Philippe Curtius had a considerable skill in modeling anatomical subjects in wax. Marie and her mother moved with Dr. Curtius to Paris. France was approaching the brink of revolution. Dr. Curtius’s house became a meeting place where many of the political thinkers discussed their problems. Marie discovered she had a talent for observation and remembering the fine details of faces. Dr. Curtius acted as a tutor to Marie, schooling her in the techniques of wax portraiture. She was invited to the royal court to assist in the artistic education of King Louis XVI’s sister, Madam Elizabeth. In 1798 Dr. Curtius called Marie back to Paris. At one time both Marie and her mother were imprisoned. Marie was asked to prepare the death masks of many of her former employers after they had been executed by the guillotine. In 1734 Curtius died and Marie inherited the business that had grown under her influence. She married a French engineer, Francois Tussaud.
By 1800 she had given birth to three children: a daughter, who died, and two sons. In 1802 Marie Tussaud made a monumental decision. She left her husband and baby son Francis in Paris, while she and her elder son Joseph toured the exhibition round the British Isles. The travels ended in 1839. Madam Tussaud’s exhibition found a permanent home in London. In April 1850 she died.
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ПЕРЕВІРКА АУДІЮВАННЯ

Listen to the story and decide if the statements are true (T) or false (F). 
1. Madam Tussaud’s has been one of Britain’s most popular attractions for 300years.-
2. She spent her early years amid the turmoil of the English Revolution. -
3. Her father, a soldier, was killed in battle. +
4. Her mother worked as a doctor.-
5. France became a meeting place where many of the political thinkers discussed their problems.-
6. Marie discovered she had a talent for teaching. –
7. By 1800 she had given birth to two sons. –
8. In 1802 Marie Tussaud made the death masks of her former employers after the guillotine had executed them. –
9. She toured the exhibition round the British Isles. +
10.  Madame Tussaud’s exhibition found permanent home in London. +
Statements 11 through 20 (on your answer sheet circle the correct letter A, B, or C).
11. Madame Tussaud’s is the best known and most visited
a) waxwork exhibition +

b) shopping center
c) ancient castle 
12. The story of Madame Tussaud is as fascinating as that of
a) French Revolution
b) London museums
c) wax statues +
13. For the first five years of her life Marie
a) lived with her widowed aunt
b) lived with her parents
c) lived with her widowed mother +
14. Dr. Philippe Curtfus had a considerable skill in 
a) the world of commerce
b) writing novels
c) modeling anatomical subjects +
15. She was invited to the royal court
a) to work as a housekeeper
b) to remember the fine details
c) to assist in the artistic education of King Louis XVI’s sister +
16. At one time both Marie and her mother 
a) were invited to King Louis XVI’s exhibition
b) were imprisoned +
c) were executed by the guillotine
17. She left her husband and baby son and
a) found a permanent home in Italy
b) acted as a tutor
c) toured the exhibition round the British Isles +
18. Madame Tussaud’s exhibition found a permanent home 
a) in Paris
b) in London +

c) in New York
19 She died

a) at the age 79

b) at the age 99

c) at the age 89+
20. The collection was stated by

a) Madame Tussaud +

b) her husband

c) her son
